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Background 
Historically the Aboriginal people residing in the Kimberley have experienced the greatest burden of many infectious diseases in 
Western Australia. Of all the infectious disease notifications, the majority are Sexually Transmitted Infections and Blood Borne 
Viruses (STIs/BBVs). Many programs over the past 40 years have aimed to decrease infection rates with varied success. . Latest 
notification rates of Chlamydia and Gonorrhoea both remain disproportionally high amongst Aboriginal people in the Kimberley 
(Figure 1 )and an outbreak of Infectious Syphilis in Northern Australia is evidence an ongoing need for a systematic approach to STI 
control. The often asymptomatic nature of these infections assists in their spread.  Serious and irreversible complications of infection 
including pelvic inflammatory disease, tubal infertility, ectopic pregnancy and dissemination of infection into joints can occur even 
among asymptomatic people. Ongoing testing of those at risks is imperative in detecting cases and inhibiting the transmission 
through effective treatment and contact tracing. The Kimberley testing rates are the highest in Western Australia (Figure 2).  
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Figure 1: Age Standardised rates for Chlamydia and Gonorrhoea by Public Health Unit in Western Australian 2014. 
Source: The Epidemiology of Notifiable Sexually Transmitted Infections and Blood Borne Viruses in Western Australia, Department of 
Health. 
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Figure 2: Crude Chlamydia and Gonorrhoea testing rates by Public Health Unit in Western Australia 2014. 
Source: The Epidemiology of Notifiable Sexually Transmitted Infections and Blood Borne Viruses in Western Australia, Department of 
Health. 
*Testing rates remain inaccurate because of inclusion of Christmas Island Detention Center when calculating the Kimberley rate. 
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BBV notifications include cases of Hepatitis B, Hepatitis C and HIV. The most prevalent BBV in the Kimberley is Hepatitis B, mostly 
acquired through vertical transmission. Other aspects of BBV as a public health concern in the Kimberley are the increased demand 
of fitsticks from the Needle and Syringe Program (NSP), backyard tattoos and the complications of other types of body art such as 
body piercing, branding and ceremonial skin penetration customs. These are all risk factors for transmission of BBVs. Little is known 
about the local knowledge and practices around safe injecting and blood awareness.  
 
 
Sexual Health in the Kimberley 
The Kimberley Aboriginal Health Planning Forum (KAHPF) Sexual Health Sub-Committee was formed in 2010 as a representative 
body of the key stakeholders in the Kimberley sexual health program.  
 
The aim of the Sexual Health Sub-Committee is to improve the sexual health of priority populations, reduce STI rates and ensure 
better health outcomes for young people living in the Kimberley Region through coordinated regional planning and development of 
sexual health programs and services.  Under auspices of the KAHPF, the role of the KAHPF Sexual Health Sub-Committee is: 
 

 To establish stronger links to allow flow of sexual health information across government and non- government Kimberley health 
sectors. 

 Develop and monitor implementation of a regional sexual health strategic plan 

 Regularly review regional sexual health information, including prevalence and distribution of sexually transmitted infections, data 
emerging from regional sexual health research, and sexual health service delivery, to identify needs, gaps and priorities to 
appropriately inform ongoing regional planning and best practice service delivery 

 Identify strategies to inform ongoing development, expansion and up-skilling of the regional sexual health workforce 

 Identify opportunities for strengthening community participation in regional sexual health planning, particularly for those groups 
at greatest risk 
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 Develop and support linkages with other KAHPF subcommittees to ensure sexual and reproductive health priorities are 
considered in other aspects of regional planning, including workforce development, research, maternal and child health and other 
KAHPF subcommittee priority areas 

 
Terms of Reference (TORs) for this group were established in 2010 and last reviewed the KAHPF Sexual Health Sub-Committee in 
March 2016. 
 

Collaboration to develop the 2015 Implementation Plan 
 
Because of the importance of collaboration, the Committee is co-chaired by the KAMS Sexual Health Coordinator and the KPHU 
Senior Public Health Nurse (SPHN) (STIs).  The KAHPF Sexual Health Sub-committee initially began working on the STI/BBV 
Implementation plan in late 2010 as a strategy to encourage inter-agency planning and collaboration. This 2016 Implementation 
Plan is the latest since that time and is based on the template from The Second Western Australian Aboriginal Sexual and Blood-
Borne Virus Strategy and Regional Implementation Plan 2010- 2014 (February, 2011) and the mid-term review of this strategy 
(February, 2013). Our 2016-18 Implementation Plan for the Kimberley incorporates the priority areas identified in the latest Third 
WA Aboriginal Sexual Health and Blood-borne Virus (BBV) Strategy 2015–2018. 
 
Each of the seven priority action areas as presented in this 2016-2018 Plan were discussed at length at a face to face planning day 
with the KAHPF Sexual Health Subcommittee in March 2016. Priorities for action in 2015 were identified by the Sub-Committee and 
these are presented in the Plan.  The integrated primary health care management of STIs and BBVs in the Kimberley results is an 
approach that is holistic and patient centred.  It is a long-term goal to develop a primary health care system in the Kimberley based 
on service partnerships and a workforce able to provide effective first-line care for the Kimberley population.  Our   aim is for all 
health care providers to recognise their role in the prevention, treatment and control of STIs and BBVs. There are dedicated STI 
positions to lead, support and enable this model in the Kimberley and to develop capacity across the workforce. These enabling 
positions are crucial in supporting an evidence-based primary health care system and, as at May 2016, comprise the KAMS Sexual 
health coordinator, the two Senior Public Health Nurses in KPHU , the clinical STI coordinators at each Community Health, remote 
clinic and AMs site. This group of people forms the Kimberley Sexual Health Network (KSHN) who meet quarterly to discuss regional 
issues and achievements. KSHN also has the opportunity to feed into the KAHPF sexual health sub-committee. The ongoing work of 
the KSHN is recognised in this plan and many of the action responsibilities are designated to this group.  This 2016 -2018 
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Implementation Plan continues to support a structured evaluation system for clinical services which will be developed for the first 
time in the Kimberley.  This initiative will assist the Sub-Committee in identifying deficits in clinical services and provide to be able to 
provide these services with the support required to deliver this holistic primary health care model. The clinical evaluation system is 
based on the Best Practice Indicators as described by the previous quality improvement research project, STRIVE.  
 
The Kimberley Sexual Health Program relies on state-wide support from Sexual Health and Blood Borne Virus Program at the 
Communicable Disease Control Directorate (CDCD) whose program coordinator is a member of the KAHPF sexual health sub-
committee. The responsibilities of CDCD are also presented in this 2016-18 Implementation Plan as described in The Second Western 
Australian Aboriginal Sexual and Blood-Borne Virus Strategy and Regional Implementation Plan 2010- 2014 (February, 2011).  The 
final column of the plan “State-wide Agencies Responsibilities” is the term CDCD uses to describe their existing and ongoing 
commitment to the co-ordination of state wide agencies.  
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Glossary 
 
KAHPF   Kimberley Aboriginal Health Planning Forum 
 
KSHN   Kimberley Sexual Health Network (All sexual health program stakeholders) 
 
STI   Sexually Transmitted Infection 
 
BBV   Blood-borne Virus 
 
KAMS   Kimberley Aboriginal Medical Services Ltd 
 
KPHU   Kimberley Population Health Unit 
 
SPHN   Senior Public Health Nurse 
 
CDCD   Communicable Disease Control Directorate 
 
SiREN   STI and BBV Research and Evaluation Network 
 
SHQSexual Health Quarters (Formally FPWA) 
 
NSP   Needle and Syringe Program 

 
WASUA   Western Australian Substance Users' Association  
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PRIORITY ACTION AREA 1:  PARTNERSHIPS, PLANNING AND MANAGEMENT 
 
Existing partnerships are strengthened and new ones developed. Collaborative planning and management of services and programs are facilitated 
Aboriginal and broad stakeholder interest and ownership is developed. Current and emerging STI/BBV risks and problems are identified and prioritised.  
Interventions are identified, agreed and planned together. 
 
 
 

Regional and Local 
Strategies  

Action Responsibilities Measures of Achievement Statewide Agencies 
Responsibilities 

Continue to develop and 
maintain local partnerships in 
the Kimberley. 

Develop policies and 
protocols between agencies 
that have local acceptance.  

KAHPF Sexual Health 
Subcommittee 
 KAMS 

All guidelines are current. 
A schedule for review of 
guidelines produced. 

Provide statewide leadership 
in partnership development 
and maintenance 
 
Provide leadership in areas of 
specific expertise 
 
Promote and support 
regional planning through 
the Regional Aboriginal 
Health Planning Forums 
 
Support Regional Sexual 
Health Teams and other 
sexual health staff across the 
State 
 
Provide statewide 
representation on relevant 
forums and committees 
 
Support and seek funding for 
identified regional priority 
programs where appropriate. 
 

 
Hold Quarterly Kimberley 
Sexual Health Network 
(KSHN) teleconferences. 
 
 TORs for the KSHN to be 
endorsed by KAHPF 
 
 

 
KPHU 
 
 
 

 
4 KSHN teleconferences in 
2016. 
 
TORs endorsed by KAHPF 
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Continue with the KAHPF 
Sexual Health Sub-committee 
to plan and manage 
regionally responsive, 
coordinated and 
comprehensive STI/BBV 
services 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Increase Aboriginal 
engagement and input to the 
SHSC 

Identify key stakeholders and 
resources and coordinate 
efforts throughout the area 
using the Kimberley 
Aboriginal Health Planning 
Forum – Sexual Health 
subcommittee. 
 
Update TOR for the 
subcommittee that are 
current and relevant.  
 

All Members of the KRAHPF: 
Membership of the 
Subcommittee is by 
nomination from 
stakeholders in the region.  
Core membership of the 
Subcommittee includes 
representatives (or 
delegates) as per the TOR  

KRAHPF Sexual Health 
subcommittee will convene 4 
times a year at least once 
face to face otherwise 
through phone or video 
conferencing 
 
Current TOR 
 
4 Reports to the KAHPF  
 

 

 
Investigate existing local 
community partnerships and 
explore building on these to 
provide opportunities to 
engage with Aboriginal 
community members and 
feedback to the KAHPF sexual 
health sub-committee 
perspectives and priorities. 
 
Refer to the KAHPF 

 
All members KAHPF and 
KSHN 

 
Local groups identified and 
engaged. 
Feedback received and 
collated. 
 

 
Improve  NSP interagency 
partnerships to increase 
support and maintain 
integrity of the program 

Quarterly NSP working group 
Forums  

KPHU, KAMS, Shire, DAO, 
Community Mental Health 
Drug Service Team 

4 meetings held 
TOR developed 
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PRIORITY ACTION AREA 2: HEALTH PROMOTION & PREVENTION, COMMUNITY AWARENESS AND HEALTH LITERACY 

Communities are supported through knowledge and skill interventions to adopt safer sexual and /or injecting drug use behaviours.  Vaccination programs 
are provided as the most effective means of prevention of hepatitis B. 
 

2.1 PRIORITY POPULATION 15-30 YEARS 

Regional and Local 
Strategies  

Action Responsibilities Measures of Achievement Statewide Agencies 
Responsibilities 

Provide school based sexual 
and reproductive health and 
blood awareness education 
to children through all phases 
of schooling 

 
 Promote the Growing and 
Developing Healthy 
Relationships (GDHR) training 
. Develop a mechanism for 
sharing of knowledge to 
region by those who attend 
the GDHR training 
 
Letter and presentation to 
the principals  
 
Promote training resources 
to be promoted locally to 
schools. This includes 
resources such as Mooditj, 
Kaiya Girl and Smart and 
Deadly as well is the GDHR 
curriculum resources. 
 
Support the delivery of 
sexual health training (GDHR 

KSHN 
 
School Health Nurses 
(WACHS) 
 
SiREN 
 
Department of Education 
(Kimberley Office) 
 
Local health staff 
 
Curtin University 
 
Trained Mooditj Leaders 
Network 
 
Community Legal Service 
 
 
 

 
Number of schools 
responding to offers of 
support each year. 
 
Number of schools with 
sexual health embedded in 
their School Based 
Agreement 
 
A developed a portal for 
educators accessible by the 
end of 2016 
 
A report mapping out the 
current providers of school 
based sex education and a 
description of how this is 
negotiated with schools. 
Syphilis clips developed and 
accessible online with an 
evaluation plan in place. 

Provide statewide leadership 
in sexual health and BBV 
health promotion and 
community education 
strategy development 
 
Fund and support 
organisations, specific 
activities and initiatives  
 
Develop contemporary and 
relevant school curriculum  
 
Develop appropriate 
resources in consultation 
with Aboriginal stakeholders, 
including electronic 
resources 
 
Develop appropriate social 
marketing strategies 
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 and Mooditj) 
 
Follow up with schools at end 
of 2016 via School Based 
Agreements to advocate for 
Sexual Health Education in 
2017. 
Investigate the process of 
school based education with 
KAMS clinics and member 
services and Independent 
schools. 
 
Promote new web portal 
“Yarn” to teachers and school 
nurses 
 
Development and promotion 
of online Syphilis resources  

Educate statewide agencies 
about STI/BBV issues and 
develop partnerships for 
coordinated program 
delivery 
 
Support and drive policy 
which enables people in 
custodial settings to have 
access to the same harm 
reduction services as people 
in the community 
 
Provide culturally 
appropriate BBV and harm 
reduction education, training 
and capacity building 
support, primarily to ACCHS, 
but also to a wider range of 
agencies and workers who 
may provide services to 
Aboriginal people who inject 
drugs  
 
Develop partnerships for 
coordinated program 
delivery. 
 
Supply hepatitis B vaccine for 
immunisation of infants, 
children and at risk adults. 
 
Support from SHBBVP for 
media issues 

Provide targeted  
sexual and reproductive 
health/blood awareness 
programs for Aboriginal 
teenagers who are 
disengaged from school. 

Support community 
education sessions across the 
region as requested by youth 
agencies. 
 
Review current 
programs/projects and 
develop strategies to fill 
current gaps 
 

KSHN 
 
Health Promotion team 
(KPHU) 
 
Youth Justice Services 
 
Headspace 
 
Kimberley Training Institute 

Recommendations report 
from the Photovoice project. 
 
Recommendations report 
from regional focus groups. 
 
Number of community 
education sessions offered. 
 
Participation numbers from 
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Develop and pilot strategies 
to increase community based 
sexual health knowledge in 
conjunction with Yarning 
Quiet Ways. 
 

SiREN 
 
Identified community 
stakeholders 

the focus groups, Photovoice 
and community education 
sessions. 
 
 
Pilot project delivered in 1 
remote setting and 1 town 
setting and report of project 
presented to KAHPF SHSC 
and KSHN 
 

 

Provide appropriate and 
accessible information 
resources on STI/BBV 

Promote and distribute 
Aboriginal sexual health 
resources. 
 
Promote relevant sexual 
health websites. 
  
Develop brochures/printed 
materials using local 
languages images for low 
literacy groups. Focus on 
Syphilis, HIV and Viral 
Hepatitis 
 
Review of the Kimberley NSP 
resource with fitsticks to 
increase cultural 
appropriateness  
 
 
 

KSHN 
 
Health Promotion Teams 
(KPHU and KAMS) 
 
School Health Nurses. 
 
NSP sites 
 
Nindilingarri 
 
Hepatitis WA 
 

Number of resources 
distributed 
 
Production of a local 
resource 
 
Number of NSP Resources 
distributed. 
 
Feedback to CDCD regarding 
the state-wide campaigns 

Promote regular events to 
highlight particular STI/BBV 
issues 

Plan activities to coincide 
with: 
Sexual Health Week 

KSHN 
 
Health Promotion Team  

KSHN Report on activities, 
success and  
 



 14 

Circulate Rodeo Posters 
 
Aboriginal Torres Strait 
Islander HIV Awareness 
Week 
 
Hepatitis Awareness Week 
 
Promote relevant grants and 
resource distribution 
 

(KPHU and KAMS)  
Number of condoms 
distributed at rodeos. 

Provide education about the 
impact of alcohol and other 
drug use on STI prevention 

Include Drug and Alcohol 
services in the community 
education sessions. 

KSHN 
 
Drug and Alcohol Services 

 
Number of partnerships 
between sexual health sector 
and drug and alcohol sector 
 

Promote and provide 
hepatitis A & B, HPV 
vaccination to at risk young 
people 

Immunise all Aboriginal 
children for Hep A and Hep B 
as per the immunisation 
schedule.  
 
Circulate eligibility criteria for 
vaccines information to be 
circulated to all staff.  
 
Clarify role around HPV 
coverage 

KSHN 
 
KPHU SPHN (Immunisation) 

>95% Hep A and Hep B 
coverage of Aboriginal 
children in the Kimberley 
 
100% Hep B and Hep C 
notified cases are offered the 
appropriate vaccination 
through KPHU SPHN (BBVs) 

 
 

2.2 PRIORITY POPULATION: PEOPLE IN CUSTODIAL SETTINGS 

Regional and Local 
Strategies  

Action Responsibilities Measures of Achievement Statewide Agencies 
Responsibilities 

Provide targeted  
STI/BBV programs for 
Aboriginal people in custodial 

Coordinate regular HIP HOP 
(Health In Prison, Health out 
of Prison) sessions at West 

Derby Community Health 
KPHU health promotion 
KPHU SPHN (BBV) 

Number of staff trained still 
with capacity to deliver 
 

As above 



 15 

settings Kimberley Regional Prison 
(WKRP). 
 
STI/BBV education delivered 
at Wyndham work camp 
 

 
 
 
Kununurra Community 
Health & OVAHS 

Number of sessions 
conducted reported 6 
monthly in the SPHN (BBV) 
output report.  

Provide appropriate and 
accessible information 
resources on STIs/BBVs for 
Aboriginal people in custodial 
settings 

Provide health literature 
(pamphlets/posters) in 
WKRP. 
Deliver opportunistic one on 
one health awareness 
sessions 

WKRP clinic  
WKRP BBV nurse 
KPHU SPHN (BBV) 
 

Number of health awareness 
sessions delivered at WKRP. 

 

Support the provision of 
accessible pharmacotherapy 
and other drug treatment 
programs in local prisons 

Ensure routine screening for 
STIs and BBVs on arrival in 
WKRP to determine need for 
treatment. 
 
Provide the clinic with 
information on accessing 
treatment in collaboration 
with the Regional Physician 

WKRP clinic staff 
Regional Physician 

100% of prisoners are offered 
screening for STIs and BBVs 
on entry. 
 
100% of Hep C and Hep B 
notifications from WKRP are 
sent information regarding 
treatment options. 

 

2.3 PRIORITY POPULATION: PEOPLE WHO INJECT DRUGS 

Regional and Local 
Strategies  

Action Responsibilities Measures of Achievement Statewide Agencies 
Responsibilities 

Provide targeted  
BBV programs for Aboriginal 
people who are at risk of, or 
who inject drugs 

Circulate Kimberley NSP 
resource to the 6 NSP sites in 
the Kimberley 
Review of NSP resource and 
distribution of updated 
resource 

KPHU SPHN (BBVs) 
NSP providers 

 As above 

Disseminate appropriate 
health promotion and harm 
reduction resources to 
Aboriginal people who inject 

Distribute resources from 
Hepatitis WA, DoH and 
WASUA 

KPHU SPHN (BBVs) 
Hepatitis WA 
WASUA 
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drugs 

Increase understanding and 
support for harm reduction 
strategies including needle 
and syringe programs as a 
critical strategy to prevent 
BBVs 

Promote education and 
information delivery to 
service providers through on-
line training (NSP, ECU Hep B 
&C modules) 
 
Support the 6 NSP site 
coordinators as required. 

KPHU SPHN (BBVs) 
 
Learning and Development 
Unit 

100% of Kimberley 
Emergency Department have 
a 24hr NSP service. 
 
100% of WACHS remote 
clinics have access to NSP 
hardware. 
 
Number of staff completing 
the online training modules. 

Increase community 
awareness of BBV 
prevention, health outcomes 
and treatment through a 
variety of media 

Partner in the planned 
community education session 
with STI, drug and alcohol 
and mental health services. 

KSHN 
 

All 6 community education 
sessions to have BBV 
content. 

Provide hepatitis A & B 
vaccinations to Aboriginal 
people who inject drugs 

Liaise with diagnosing 
doctors to encourage access 
to free vaccines for people 
who inject drugs. 
 
Distribute written 
information on how to access 
these free vaccines are sent 
to all doctors in the 
Kimberley. 

KPHU SPHN (BBV) 
All medical staff 
Immunisation providers 
CDCD 

100% of Hep B and Hep C 
notified cases are offered 
free vaccination. 
 
 

 
 

2.4 PRIORITY POPULATION: PEOPLE LIVING WITH HIV AND OTHER BLOOD BORNE VIRUSES 

Regional and Local 
Strategies  

Action Responsibilities Measures of Achievement Statewide Agencies 
Responsibilities 

Provide healthy lifestyle 
education programs 
to people living with  
hepatitis C, hepatitis B and 

Circulate health literature to 
primary health care 
providers. 
 

KPHU SPHN (BBV) 
Allied Health 
Regional Physician 
Immunology Nurse 

Monthly feedback from BHS 
immunology nurse number 
of people accessing the 
clinical service and number of 

As Above 
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HIV Promote websites to primary 
health care providers 
(Hepatitis WA and WASUA) 
 
Conduct one on one 
interactions/health 
education 

Hepatitis WA 
WASUA 

people on treatment. 

Continue to actively support 
programs to reduce HIV-
related stigma and 
discrimination and 
misconceptions around HIV 

Plan Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander HIV Awareness 
Week activities 
 

KSHN 
Health promotion 

A report of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander HIV 
Awareness week activities. 

Promote and enhance access 
to hepatitis A & B vaccination 
to people living with 
HIV/AIDS and /or HCV 

Liaise with diagnosing MO 
and facilitates access to free 
vaccines 

KPHU SPHN (BBVs) 
Regional Physician 
Immunology nurse 
 

100% of patients with BBV 
are offered free hepatitis 
vaccines if not immune 

Develop appropriate                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
educational resources for 
people with HIV and other 
BBVs 

Promotion and distribution 
of resources.  
 
Development of low literacy 
HIV resources for clinical and 
educational settings 

Hepatitis WA 
WAAC 
SHBBVP 

 

 

2.5 PRIORITY ACTION GROUP: GAY MEN AND OTHER MEN WHO HAVE SEX WITH MEN 

Regional and Local 
Strategies  

Action Responsibilities Measures of Achievement Statewide Agencies 
Responsibilities 

Facilitate programs which 
strengthen individual and 
community capacity to 
improve knowledge and 
understanding of STIs/BBVs 
and modify attitudes and 
behaviours 

 
Support Kimberley Rainbow 
activities  

 
Kimberley Rainbow project 
team 

 
Feedback from the Kimberley 
Rainbow group to KAHPF 
SHSC 

As above 

Provide peer-based education 
and/or skill building to 

 
Include STI?BBV content in 

 
Kimberley Rainbow project 

Feedback from the Kimberley 
Rainbow group to KAHPF 
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maintain and improve a safe 
sex culture as well as regular 
HIV/BBV and STI testing 

Kimberley Rainbow projects team SHSC 

Promote regular events to 
highlight particular STI/BBV 
issues 

Posters at Mardi Gras and at 
Broome Pride 

Kimberley Rainbow project 
team 
Broome Pride 

Resources and condoms 
distributed 

 

 
PRIORITY ACTION AREA 3: CLINICAL SERVICES 
Provide best practice testing, diagnosis, assessment and treatment in locations that are appropriate and accessible to the target group. 
 

Regional and Local 
Strategies  

Action Responsibilities Measures of Achievement Statewide Agencies 
Responsibilities 

Deliver early detection and 
intervention programs 

Provide 6 monthly STI testing 
to all clinic attendees aged 
15-30 years 

All primary health care 
providers 

Kimberley STI/BBV 
screening rates 

Ensure that primary health care 
providers are aware of the 
need for STI/BBV testing with 
appropriate pre and post test 
discussion 
 
Provide best practice clinical 
guidelines, policies and training 
 
Provide audit tools and 
professional support to 
improve clinical management 
including in antenatal care 
 
Provide aggregated testing and 
notification data 
 
Expand existing training and 
education programs for health 
professionals 
 
 

 Increase opportunistic 
screening in acute care 
settings 

KPHU SPHN (STIs) 
Emergency Departments 

Kimberley STI/BBV 
screening rates 

 Develop and use systems to 
support and monitor 
evidence-based STI 
management and prevention 
on Communicare and MMeX 
 
Follow up with support 
promised from STRIVE, 
TTANGO and upcoming CRE 
Aboriginal Sexual Health and 
Blood Borne Viruses 

KPHU SPHN (STIs) 
KAMS SH coordinator 
STRIVE research group 
Communicare  
MMeX 

o A annual snapshot report 
of 1 month GC/CT 
notifications to 
measure:80% of the 
resident population aged 
16-34 tested annually 

o 95% of syndromically 
diagnosed infections 
treated immediately 

o 80% of asymptomatic STI 
infections -  treated 
within 7 days of the 
positive result being 
received from the 
laboratory 

o 80% of STI infections - re-
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tested within 3 months 
of treatment 

o 50% of STI infections -  
the named sexual 
partner/s is documented 
to be treated within 14 
days 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Provide three month follow 
up for all confirmed STI cases 

All health care providers 80% of patients with 
positive STI results have a 3 
mth follow up test 
measured in a snapshot 
audit 
 

 Support services  to offer STI 
screening in outreach 
settings such as youth, 
alcohol and drug and 
women’s health centres. 
 
Provide a weekly STI clinical 
service to clients at 
Centacare breakfast group 
 
 

KSHN 
Centacare Breakfast Group 
 

Number outreach services 
conducted 

Maximise use of standard 
health checks such as the 
Adult Health Check/Pap Tests 
and antenatal checks to 
extend STI/BBV screening 

Organise education and 
appropriate training for 
health care providers 
Inclusion of STI/BBV tests in 
Communicare clinical items 
and MMeX(Antenatal 
screening, Adult health 
check) 

KPHU SPHN (STIs) 
KAMS SH coordinator 
STRIVE research group 
Communicare  
MMeX 
AHCWA 

Kimberley STI/BBV 
screening rates 
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Ensure all antenates are 
screened according to the 
Kimberley Antenatal 
Guideline. 
 

Conduct regular audits of 
STI/BBV treatment and 
prevention practice, contact 
tracing in order to improve 
practice in line with regional 
quality improvement 
processes. 

Develop and use systems to 
track key service level STI 
management and prevention 
indicators on Communicare 
and MMeX 
 
Conduct an audit into the 
resources needed to 
appropriately manage a 
Gonorrhoea or Chlamydia 
notified case. 
 
Encourage no blame clinical 
incident reporting as per 
organisation clinical incident 
reporting system.  
Develop case studies and use 
in newsletters and training 
etc.  
 

KPHU SPHN (STIs) 
KAMS SH coordinator 
STRIVE research group 
Communicare  
MMeX 
 
KSHN 

 
A report of findings from 
the audit into resources 
needed to complete quality 
STI management. 

 

Ensure contact tracing is 
completed on 100% of all HIV 
and syphilis index cases and 
attempted on all other STIs 

Educate all staff around 
contact tracing guidelines 
 
Ensure active case follow up 
by KPHU PHN of all infectious 
syphilis and HIV cases.  
 
local contact tracing 
guidelines promoted & 

Primary health care providers 
 
KPHU 

100% contact tracing 
completion of HIV  
80% infectious syphilis 
cases 
 
50% of other STI contact 
tracing completed in 1 
week. 
 

 



 21 

distributed 
 
Promote the ASHM Online 
Contact Tracing modules 
 

Established local contact 
tracing guidelines  
 
Obtain Kimberley 
completion data for ASHM 
contact tracing modules.  

Improve accessibility of 
appropriate clinical services 
(including treatment services) 
particularly to high risk 
groups 

Provide outreach services in 
settings where high risk 
groups are willing to access 
services 
 
Investigate appropriateness 
of service for males and 
provide recommendations 
 for future engagement 
strategies 

KSHN 
Youth Justice Program 

Number outreach services 
conducted 
Kimberley STI/BBV 
screening rates 
 

 

Increase the clinical 
management and care 
planning for people with 
HBV, as well as HIV and HCV 
including screening and 
appropriate intervention in 
pregnant women 

Promote the Chronic Hep B 
guidelines to all primary 
health care providers. 
 
Promote Hep C treatment 
services in the Kimberley to 
people living with Hep C. 
 
Investigate and support an 
increase in GPs able to 
prescribe HCV Rx. 
 
Optimise access to treatment 
for HIV is through the 
Regional Program. 
 
Share changes in the Poisons 
Regulations in relation to the 
distribution of STI treatment 

All health care providers 
provide screening. 
Regional Physician. 
Perth and Fremantle 
Hospitals. 

HIV managed through RPH 
 
 
Number of HCV and HBV 
on treatment or managed 
by the Regional Physician 
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will all Kimberley staff. 
 

Respond to STI/BBV 
outbreaks  

Responses to be planned in 
line with national 
guidelines/strategies  

- Eg: the Syphilis 
Outbreak in 
Northern Australia 

KSHN 
KAHPF SHSC 
Kimberley Syphilis Outbreak 
Team (SORT) 
National Mulit-jurisdictional 
Syphilis Outbreak Group 
(MJSO) and Engaging 
Aboriginal Communities 
(EAC) subcommittee. 
 

Monthly and quarterly 
Syphilis Outbreak reports 
Kimberley SORT minutes 
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PRIORITY ACTION AREA 4: HEALTH HARDWARE 
Appropriate means are readily available to enable safe sex and reduce harm for people who inject drugs. 
 
 

Regional and Local 
Strategies  

Action Responsibilities Measures of Achievement Statewide Agencies 
Responsibilities 

Increase availability of and 
access to condoms and water 
based lubricant 

Refill condom trees at all 
condom tree sites 
 
Maintain condom vending 
machine in Derby 
 
Provide free condoms and 
lubricant at all health 
services 
 
Audit of current condom tree 
locations, usage and 
responsibility 
 

KPHU and BRAMS (BME), 
DCH and DAHS (Derby) 
Nindilingarri (FXC), YYMS 
(HC), OVAHS and KCH(KNX) 

All health care sites 

 

KPHU Men’s Health 
promotion officer 

 

Free condoms are available 
from all of the condom tress 
all of the time. 
 
Free condoms available at all 
health services 100% of the 
time 
 
Condom tree 
location/usage/responsibility 
report 

Fund and support for 
organisations to provide 
health hardware where 
appropriate. 
 
Implement 
recommendations from the 
Needle and Syringe Program 
Review 2007, including: 
Promotion of needle and 
syringe programs (NSPs) as 
core business for health 
services that provide 
secondary NSP. 
 
Development of a state-wide 
NSP policy 
Development of additional 
fixed site needle and syringe 
exchange programs (NSEPs). 
 
Roll-out of needle and 
syringe vending machines. 
 
Development of secondary 
sites as ‘enhanced’ secondary 
NSP sites. 
 
Development of strategies to 

Increase availability and 
access to injecting drug use 
equipment 

Ensure NSP available at all ED 
sites and RAC 
 
Investigate successful 
introduction of free NSP 
vending machines 
 
Discuss possibility of NSP or 
provision of fits at AMSs 

All NSP sites 

KPHU SPHN (BBVs) 

 

Fitsticks are available 100% 
of the time at all NSP sites. 
 
Number of fitsticks dispensed 
by each NSP site. 
 
Findings minuted at NSP 
Working Group 
 

Ensure safe ceremonial 
equipment and training is 
provided where culturally 
appropriate 

Ensure ceremonial 
equipment given on request. 
 
First aid and blood awareness 
promoted in time for 
ceremonies  

KPHU Men’s Health 
Promotion Officer 

PHN-BBV 
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Development of kit  

 

 

increase the range of 
injecting equipment 
available. 
 

Ensure appropriate clinical 
environments 

Develop and distribute a 
clinical check list for sexual 
health consult equipment  
 
Investigate appropriateness 
of services for males and 
provide recommendations 
for future engagement 
strategies 

KSHN 
Results of the check list 
collated and fed back to  
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PRIORITY ACTION AREA 5: DATA COLLECTION AND MONITORING 
Effective data collection systems are in place and staff are able to use them to measure and evaluate program activity   
 

Regional and Local 
Strategies  

Action Responsibilities Measures of Achievement Statewide Agencies 
Responsibilities 

Use testing data to track 
trends in areas and groups 
tested, and identify gaps in 
service delivery. 

Utilise the quarterly report 
data from CDCD. 
 
Explore Communicare in 
some CHS and MMEx in the 
AMS sites as sources of 
timely data. 
 
Develop regional testing 
targets  
 
 

CDCD 
KPHU SPHN (STIs) & SPHN 
(BBVs) 
KAMS Sexual Health 
Coordinator 
STRIVE 
Pathwest 

Accurate screening data that 
excludes Christmas Island 
tests. Screening rates for 
target age groups use 2011 
census as denominators.  
 
Established Communicare 
and MMeX reporting 
processes. 

 
Ensure effective data 
collection and analysis 
systems are available at the 
State, regional and service 
level. 
 
Provide data on STI/BBV 
testing to endemic regions to 
enable monitoring and re-
focusing of services to target 
high-risk groups 
 
Provide regular (quarterly) 
epidemiology reports on 
STI/BBV in Aboriginal 
populations  
 
Support services to make the 
best use of data systems to 
improve service delivery is 
provided. 
 

Provide notification data to 
CDCD including 
ascertainment of 
Aboriginality 

Ensure completion of 
notification by diagnosing 
doctor for all notifiable 
diseases. 
 
Ensure completion of 
Enhanced Surveillance Forms 
(ESF) of Gonorrhoea, Hep B, 
HIV and Infectious syphilis. 

Kimberley Medical Officers 
 
KPHU PHN and Data Input 
staff 
 
CDCD 

Data cleaning requests from 
CDCD 
 
Gonorrhea enhanced 
surveillance completion rates  

Collect, extract and analyse 
data on testing and 
treatment to establish 
effectiveness of service 
coverage to high-risk groups 

Develop and use systems to 
track key service level STI 
management and prevention 
indicators on Communicare 
and MMeX 

KPHU SPHN (STIs) 
KAMS SH coordinator 
STRIVE research group 
Communicare  
MMeX 

Clinical services evaluation 
report 

Provide user-friendly 
epidemiological data and 
analysis to Aboriginal 
communities and all health 

Use infographic epidemiology 
reports made by SHBBP to 
feedback to community. 
 

KPHU SPHN (STIs) 
 
KAMS sexual health 
coordinator 

infographics distributed 
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services KAMS Clinical feedback to 
AMS sites 

 
KAMS 
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PRIORITY ACTION AREA 6: WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT AND TRAINING 
An adequately resourced and trained workforce for effective action in addressing STIs and BBVs in target groups. 

 

Regional and Local 
Strategies  

Action Responsibilities Measures of Achievement Statewide Agencies 
Responsibilities 

Promote and support 
professional development for 
teachers, youth workers & 
school nurses providing 
sexual health education 

Delivery of Nuts and Bolts 
Training and Mooditj  
 
Delivery of ASHM 
Fundamentals of HIV and 
Sexual Health Nursing 
 
Delivery of AHCWA Training  

KPHU 
District Education Office local 
schools 
 SiREN 
AHCWA 
SHRWA 
Mental health commission 
 

Feedback from SiREN re 
Kimberley participation 
 
Number of participants 
completing training 
 
Percentage of those trained 
who completed the training 
who are still able to deliver 
components of the programs 
 
 

Facilitate and fund 
professional development 
including on-line and face-to-
face education to relevant 
workforce groups 
 
Provide training in contact 
tracing for doctors, nurses, 
Aboriginal Health Workers 
and other health 
professionals including on-
line training 
 
Provide specific cultural 
awareness training to 
improve suitability and 
accessibility of sexual health 
and BBV services to 
Aboriginal people 
 
Support regional sexual 
health workforce 
 
Provide regional STI/BBV 
updates to local service 
providers including on-line 
 
Provide culturally 
appropriate BBV and harm 
reduction education and 

Provide workforce 
development opportunities 
for people working with high 
risk groups 

Provide timely orientation to 
new workforce to the 
STI/BBV program in endemic 
regions. 
 
Develop standardized 
orientation checklist  
 
Provide orientation to 
provision of NSP for staff 
working in services that 
provide NSP (including 
hospital ED staff). 
 

KPHU SPHN (STIs) 
KAMS sexual health 
coordinator 
KSHN 

Orientation participants 
numbers: 
80% of clinical staff will be 
offered orientation within 
the first month of 
employment 
 
Standardized checklist 
developed 

Train doctors, nurses, 
Aboriginal Health Workers 
and other health 
professionals in contact 

Encourage completion of ECU 
STI online training and online 
ASHM Partner Notification 
training 

KPHU SPHN (STIs) 
KAMS sexual health 
coordinator 
KSHN 

ECU online training 
completion numbers. 
 
Disease Control Update 
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tracing including using on-
line training 
 

 
Deliver training through 
regular on-site in-services 
and the annual Kimberley 
Disease Control Update 
 
. Review potential clinical 
positions where the ECU STI 
online Training could be 
considered mandatory and 
investigate process to action 
this 

feedback and reflection. 
 
Number of in-services 
delivered 

training. 
 
Support on line 
communication and 
networking strategies. 
 

Provide culturally appropriate 
BBV and harm reduction 
education, training and 
capacity building support to 
agencies providing services to 
high risk Aboriginal 
individuals and groups. 

Coordinate HIP HOP 
facilitator training at WKRP 

KPHU SPHN (STIs) 
KPHU health promotion team 
WKRP BBV nurse 

Number of trained 
facilitators available to 
deliver HIP HOP in WKRP. 
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PRIORITY ACTION AREA 8: RESEARCH 
Provide an evidence-base for the development of public policy, programs and service delivery. 
 

Regional and Local 
Strategies  

Action Responsibilities Measures of Achievement Statewide Agencies 
Responsibilities 

Establish base-line data to 
measure the effectiveness of 
interventions 

Monitor timeliness and 
quality of STI notification 
data in WANIDD. 
 
Promote the completion of 
Enhanced Surveillance Forms 
for Gonorrhoea, Infectious 
Syphilis, HIV and Hep B. 
 

Kimberley Medical Officers 
 
KPHU PHN and Data Input 
staff 
 
CDCD 

Data cleaning requests from 
CDCD 
 
Gonorrhea enhanced 
surveillance completion rates  

Ensure research is conducted 
based on culturally 
appropriate principles. 
 
Facilitate the accessing of 
funding for research 
responsive to priorities and 
issues in the Kimberley to 
inform trends, evidence-
based practice and new 
initiatives in sexual health 
and BBV services and 
programs 
 
Link published research 
findings to policy and 
program development and 
improvement 
 
Support the establishment 
and ongoing aims of the WA 
Sexual Health and Blood-
borne Virus Applied Research 
and Evaluation Network (WA 
SiREN) 
 
Facilitate a Sexual Health 
Research Roundtable in the 
Kimberley and provide input 
into national research 

Partner with appropriate 
research agencies 

Support STRIVE and TTANGO 
and TTANGO2 research 
where responsive to 
priorities and issues in the 
Kimberley through Kirby 
Institute and Menzies 
 
Support CRE Aboriginal 
Sexual Health & Blood Borne 
Viruses and 
Methamphetamine in 
Aboriginal communities 

KSHN 
KAHPF research 
subcommittee. 
 
 
KAMS 

100% of research conducted 
in the Kimberley has been 
approved by ethics and has 
been through a credible 
process of community 
consultation and community 
participation acknowledged 
in all research outputs. 

Direct and inform research 
agencies regarding priority 
area for research for the 
region 

Develop a strategy for 
community consultation on 
the priority areas 

KAHPF research sub-
committee 
KSHN 

All research proposals have 
community engagement. 
 
All completed research is 
communicated in a plain 
language summary for KPHU 
newsletters and community 
engagement. 
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Number of KSHN and/or 
KAHPF SHSC meetings where 
researchers have presented 

priorities. 
 

Ensure that researchers 
whenever include health 
consumers in the formulation 
of research priorities and 
research methods 
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